
B l a c k  L o c u s t
   ( R o b i n i a  p s e u d o a c a c i a )

N o r w ay  M a p l e 
   ( A c e r  p l ata n o i d e s )

Tr  e e  o f  H e a v e n
   ( A i l a n t h u s  a lt i s s i m a )

B r a d f o r d  P e a r / C a l l e r y  P e a r
   ( P y r u s  c a l l e r ya n a )

Ch  i n e s e  E l m 
   ( U l m u s  pa r v i f o l i a )

M i m o s a ,  S i l k  Tr  e e
   ( A l b i z i a  j u l i br  i s s i n )

W e e p i n g  W i l l o w 
   ( S a l i x  x  s e p u l c r a l i s )

Pa p e r  M u l b e rr  y
   ( B r o u s s o n e t i a  pa p y r i f e r a )
Wh  i t e  M u l b e rr  y
   ( M o r u s  a l b a )

E u r o p e a n  A l d e r
   ( A l n u s  g l u t i n o s a )

E u r o p e a n  Wh  i t e  B i r c h
   ( B e t u l a  p e n d u l a )

E n g l i s h  H o l ly 
   ( I l e x  a q u i f o l i u m )

J a pa n e s e  C o r k t r e e
   ( Ph  i l l o d e n d r o n 
    J a p o n i c u m )

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s N at i v e  A lt e r n at i v e s

A prol i f ic  sprouter and free seeder.

Early to leaf out and late to drop leaves 
plus large seed production, displace 
natives and any undergrowth. 

Reproduces rapidly by both numerous 
seeds and suckers;  produces toxins that 
prevents establ ishment of other species.

Seeds spread as birds eat fruit .   Com-
petes with other species for resources.

Aggressive root system absorbs water, 
nutr ients,  space.

Dense stands reduce sunl ight and 
nutr ients for native plants.

Seeds dispersed by wind or water over 
long distances;  roots and leaves can 
affect stream health.

Aggressive growth.

Pioneer and opportunist ic species wi l l 
easi ly colonize open land.

Competes with native species for avai l -
able resources.

Quick growth.

Spreads quickly by producing large num-
bers of seeds.

Black,  White,  or Red Oak
(Quercus species)

Sugar Maple (Acer saccharum); 
Red maple (A. rubrum)

Bitternut (Carya cordiformis)

Allegheny Serviceberry (Amelanchier laevis)
Fr inge Tree (Chionanthus virginicus)

Disease-resistant American Elm 
(Ulmus americana)

Redbud (Cercis candensis)

Black Wil low (Sal ix nigra)

Black Tupelo (Black Gum)
   (Nyssa sylvat ica)

Kentucky Coffee Tree 
   (Gymnocladus dioicus)

Yel low (Betula al leghaniensis)  or 
River Birch (Betula nigra)

Witch Alder (Fothergi l la gardenia)

Hackberry (Celt is  occidental is )

i n v a s i v e  s p e c i e s



There are more than 150 invasive species 
whose presence has been established in 
New York. Many of these are found in 
Bedford. Here we list the most common 
invasive trees found in the Bedford area. 

While some invasive trees are attractive 
and may provide needed shade and have 
other advantages, they are considered 
undesirable for a number of reasons: 
They are quick to colonize open land, 
growing faster than native species and 
crowding them out, they may prevent 
understory growth of native plants, and 
often provide no suitable habitat for 
indigenous wildlife.

BLACK WILLOW,
a good alternative
to the invasive
Weeping Willow.

bedford tree advisory board
321 bedford road

bedford hills, ny 10507

TreeAdvisory@BedfordNY.info

this list is far from exhaustive and does 
not include invasive vines, such as 

bittersweet, which can be so destructive 
to trees, or shrubs such as euonymus. 

for more information try 
some of these websites:

the invasive plant center of new york 
w w w. i p c n y s.o r g 

u.s. department of agriculture

invasive species information center:
http://www.invasivespeciesinfo.gov/

plants/main.shtml

trees & shrubs native to westchester:
www.westchestergov.com/

parks/pdfs/gonative.pdf

the native plant center at 
westchester community college:

www.nativeplantcenter.org

I n v a s i v e  Tr  e e s 
o f  B e d f o r d ,  NY

i n t r o d u c t i o n  t o 
i n v a s i v e s  i n  o u r  a r e a

Town of Bedford 
Tree Advisory Board

Town of Bedford 
Tree Advisory Board

brochure design : www.alexandraf.com


